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from the country, and were obliged to resort for new settlements
to other parts of the kingdom, where they related their sufferings,
and, I fear, have excited a spirit of revenge among their Catholic
brethren. The Committee of Belfast, which had been long en-
gaged in forming democratic societies and clubs upon the princi-
ples of the French Eevolution, took advantage of this ill conduct
of the Dissenters in Armagh, to form a junction with the
societies of Defenders in the western and midland counties, and
to revive their committees. . . . I am concerned to add, that
their endeavours have been attended with much success. . . .
Their conduct is cautious, and they are never guilty of outrage,
so that the part of the country whence most danger is to be ap-
prehended, is apparently most quiet and peaceable.3 They boast
of their success in seducing the military, and these boasts c are
too well grounded, especially among the militia men, who are
Catholics, and whose feelings may have been irritated by the ill
behaviour of the Dissenters and Orangemen in Armagh. . . .
Emissaries have been among them [the Catholics], to influence
them against the Dissenters of Armagh, to instil into their minds
that the persecution of the Catholics is protected by Govern1-
ment. . . . The party of Dissenters called Orangemen keep up
a system, of terror at least, if not of outrage, in Armagh, and have
begun to carry their vexation of the Catholics into the county of
Down. Some of them were recently apprehended by a spirited
magistrate, but on prosecution at the late assizes, the Catholics,
on whose examinations they had been taken up, through terror
or other causes, prevaricated on trial, and the offenders escaped/
These outrages, though * not aimed immediately at Government,
are perhaps more dangerous than even direct conspiracies, as
they justly irritate the Catholics, and give a pretence for the
disaffected to act upon.'l

The terror inspired by the Orangemen was extreme. As the
Armagh depredators had taken that name, their outrages were
naturally regarded as the deliberate acts of the society, which was
said now to be intended for the extermination of the Catholics,
and to have embodied this object in its secret oath. Of this
charge no evidence has been adduced. The society in its first
conception was essentially defensive, and at a later period,
1 Camdexx to Portland, Aug. 6, 1796.